
Core G Director Sally Orr, Jim Paulson
and Participating Investigator Geoffrey
Kansas chat between presentations.

The Consortium Holds Its Participating Investigators’
Meeting

The third annual meeting of the Participating Investigators of the Consortium for
Functional Glycomics, coming at the conclusion of the second full year of funding for
the grant, was held on December 7, 2003, at the Catamaran Resort Hotel in San Diego.
The meeting followed the Annual Conference of The Society for Glycobiology, which
was held on December 3 – 6. After breakfast, the Consortium’s Principle Investigator,
Jim Paulson [PPT], welcomed attendees.

Accelerating members’ participation in the
Consortium was seen as an important goal for
this year, and this effort has been successful by
several measures:
• The year saw a significant increase in the

number of Participating Investigators from
56 to over 90.

• More than 45 online requests by
investigators for resources from the
Scientific Cores were approved by the
Steering Committee (SC).

• Feedback solicited from Participating
Investigators at several times during the
year had substantial impact on strategic
directions and Core objectives.

Attendees focus on morning presentations.



SC member Steve Rosen and Ian Wilson
exchange ideas.

SC members Richard Cummings (left) and Pamela
Stanley (right) at lunch with Ten Feizi.

Participating Investigator Pradman Qasba
and Core F Director Peter Sobieszczuk
converse.

Several important new partnerships for the
Consortium have been forged during the last
year:
• The National Center for Research

Resources (NCRR) is supporting a bridging
grant with the Palo Alto Research Center
(PARC) for the development of a program
for automatic annotation of mass
spectrometry data.

• The Joint Center for Structural Genomics
(JCSG) under the leadership of Ian Wilson
has committed to determining structures of
murine and human glycan-binding proteins
submitted by Participating Investigators.

Following Paulson’s opening remarks,
the Core Directors gave overviews of
the progress of their Cores in the last
year. Links to their PowerPoint
presentations are available on page
9 of this newsletter, as well as being
included in the following articles.
Highlights from the presentations
included:
• High-throughput glycan array

screening
• Glycomics
• Glyco-gene microarray screening

These topics are discussed in the following articles in this newsletter.

In the afternoon, the Subgroups (C-type
lectin, Galectin, Siglec, TCR/CD1/MHC and
Other) met individually to discuss their
specific needs, priorities and concerns.  The
Subgroup leaders Kurt Drickamer, Rick
Cummings, Paul Crocker, Mitch Kronenberg
and Jim Paulson subsequently reported the
substance of these meetings back to the
whole group. This collated feedback will
influence a range of significant Steering
Committee decisions in the coming year.


